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A FARTHER 
VINDICATION 


| OF 
Mr. Barclays SchRuE. 


SIX. 
HAVE here comply'd with your 
I Es Requeſt, grounded on the Reaſons 


% 


SE, VS | 
pou aſlign, and have accordingly 
endeavourꝰ'd farther to ſupport and 
clear up Mr. Barclays Scheme, concerning 
Man's Fall in Adam, and Reſtoration by 
Jeſus Chriſt, againſt what Mr. Chubb has 
thought fir to offer in his Remarks upon my 
Letter to him. I am entirely of your Opi- 
nion, that nothing but Mr. Chub#'s general 
Character, as a free impartial Inquirer, could 
have made this neceſſary; and that his Re- 
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marks could otherwiſe haye needed no Re- 
-ply, as being wholly impertinent and eva- 
fre : and therefore I endeavour to 
ſhew, that he has in fact greatly miſtak 


and miſrepreſented both Mr, Barclay and 


me, how little ſoever he might intend it; 
for I would not charge this upon him as eri- 
minal in his moral Conduct, ſince Expe- 
. Tience makes it evident, that ſcarce any Man 
is altogether free from Pattiality and Preju- 
dice of ſome fort or other. Some preyail- 


ing Paſſion or Prejudice, a little at odds 


with Truth, is ever apt to force it ſelf in up- 
on us, and take place in the Mind, even 
where we moſt of all endeavour to guard 
againſt it; which therefore, as a common 
Weakneſs, every one ought to make Al- 
lowances for, ſo far as humanum eſt errare. 


Mr. Barclays Scheme, with reſpect to the 
Fall and Recovery of Man, is involv'd in 
great Darkneſs and Confuſion; and that I 
have made it rather ſtill darker and more 
confuſed : But a few Words may ſerve to 
ſet this Matter in a clear Light. 


THAT Mankind confider'd as fallen in 
Adam, and antecedent to, or abſtracted 
from, the recovering aſſiſting Grace of God 
by Jeſus Chriſt, are in a State of Moral Datk- 
neſs, Bondage, and Impotency, in captivity 

Se to 


Mr. Chubb ſeems poſitive in it, that 
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to the Devil and their own Luſts, and utterly 
uncapable of obtaining Righteouſneſs and 
eternal Life, is, I think, and always has been, 
the common Faith of Chriſtians: This is 4 

xſt Principle in the Chriſtian Scheme, and 
conſider'd as ſuch in the Revelation it ſelf, 
ſo far as I am able to underſtand it. This 
common Apoſtacy, Corruption, and Fall 
of Man in Adam. and the like common Sal- 
vation, Redemption or- Recovery of Man 
by Jeſus Chriſt, is Mr. Barclay's Scheme; 
and I think this Doctrine of a common De- 
generacy and Fall, and a common Redemp- 
tion and Recovery, is ſo plainly contain'd in 
the Chriſtian Revelation, and every where 
ſuppos'd as a firſt Principle, that he who 
ſhould pretend to be a Chriſtian, or go a- 
bout to defend Chriſtianiry upon any other 
Foot, and without allowing this, could hard- 
ly be thought in earneſt. 


THE preſent State of Human Nature 
therefore, is a State of medicinal or reco- 
vering Grace, in which a common Remedy 


is provided and put into every Man's Pow- 


er, proportionate to the common Diſeaſe; 
and by the right uſe of which Men may, if 
they pleaſe, mortify their Luſts, moderate 
their Appetites, and govern their Paſſions, 
and by a right Method of moral Conduct 
obtain Righteouſneſs and Immortality; which 
otherwile, as fallen in Adam, and * 
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fuch recovering Grace, they muſt have been 
uncapable of. Now tis Scheme, I think, 
has nothing in it that is either ſelf. inconſiſt- 
ent, or contrary to the nature and reaſon of 
Things; which is the Imputation that Mr. 
Chubb, as I apprehend without Ground, 
has endeayour'd to fix upon Mr. Barclay. 


MR. Barclay does indeed frequently con- 
fider and ſpeak of Mankind as fallen in A. 
dam, abſtracting from the ſaving recovering 
Grace of God; and in this View he affirms 
Man to be without Strength or moral Liber- 
ty, and uncapable of working Righteouſ- 
nels. But then he does not ſuppoſe this to be 
the preſent actual State of Mankind in ge- 
neral, or any part of them; but he every 
where ſuppoſes and maintains the quite con- 
trary, that the Grace of God by Jeſus 
Chriſt is univerſal, that 'tis vouchlafed to 
all who are capable Subjects of it, and that 
it hath appear'd to all Men, teaching them 
to deny Ongodlineſs and worldly Luſts, and 

to live foberly, righteonſfly, and godly in the 
preſent IVorld. 


NOW if, according to Barclay, the 
Grace of God which bringeth Salvation, hath 
appcar'd to all Men; if there be a ſufficient 
Manifeſtation of moral Truth and Reaſon, 
from God to the Underſtandings and Con- 
ſciences of Men, to inſtruct them in their 
| Duty, 
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Duty, to enable them to govern their animal 
Appetites and Paſſions, and to obtain eternal 
Life by moral Righteouſneſs : and if nothing 
but Mens wilful Neglect in reſiſting, or not 
improving this Grace of God, can hinder them 
their Salvation; if this I fay, be the cafe, as 
as it certainly and plainly is in Mr. Barclay's 
Scheme, then *tis evident that he does not, 
and cannot ſuppoſe Mankind, or any part of 
them, to be at preſent in that State of neceſ- 
ſary Darkneſs or invincible Error, which 
was the natural direct Conſequence of the 
Fall. So far from jt, that he ſuppoſes and main- 
tains, that Mankind are deliver d by Jeſus Chriſt 
from the Neceſſity or Invincibility af that 
moral Darkneſs and Error, by this ſuperve- 
ning aſſiſting Grace which is vouchſafed to all. 


NO W, to conſider what Mankind are as 
fallen in Adam, and as abſtracting from the 
ſupervening aſſiſting Grace of God, is the 
ſelf.ſame thing, as to conſider what they 
would and muſt have been, had there been 
no ſuch ſuperyening Grace. This I obſerv'd 
to Mr. Chubb, as What I thought a full An- 
ſwer to the Difficulty which he made to him- 
ſelf, and which he preſſes upon Barclay: 
Bur this it ſeems does nor farisfy him, and 
who can help it? I cannot howeyer but 
wonder, that Mr. Chubb ſhould be ſo much 
puzzled in fo plain a Caſe, fince I believe it 
never puzzled any body elſe, and perhaps 
never will, B BUT 
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B U T becauſe the whole Argument will 
depend upon this, ſo far as I am concern d 
in it, in defence of Mr. Barclay and common 
Chriſtianity againſt Mr. Chubb; 1 ſhall firſt 
ſet down his own Words from his Remarks, 
which he offers in anſwer to me, and then 
conſider the Matter a little farther. Mr. 
Chubb then, in his Remarks, Page 91. ha- 
ving quoted a Paragraph out of my Letter, 
where I had given an Anſwer in Effect, as 
above, goes on: Here I obſerye that 
« Dr. Morgan 8 that Mr. Bar- 
« clays Opinion of the Condition of Man 
ein the Fall, conſider'd abſtractedly from, 
and without the Grace of Chriſt, may be, 
« and he thinks that it is, what I have re- 
6 preſented it to be, in the two Propoſitions 
« I have expreſs'd it by. Now if this be 
«« admitted to be the Caſe, then it is highly 
“ reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that Mr. Barclay 
« exprels'd this Opt in that Propoſition, . 
& where he profeſſedly undertook to treat 
of that Subject: And if ſo, then ſurely I 
& cannot have miſrepreſented him in my 
two Propoſitions, becauſe I only repre- 
& ſent him as ſpeaking his own Opinion, ſet 
«© forth in his own Propoſition. And here 
& I craye leave to obſerve, that tho the 
«© Doctor's Complaint againſt me as milre- 
« preſenting Mr. Barclay, makes up a great 
“part of his Letter, and is every where re- 

. « preſented 
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« preſented to my Diſadvantage," yet this 
« Complaint, by his own' Acknowledgment, 
is perfectly groundleſs. We: 


« MR. Barclay ſpeaks of Man under a 
« twofold Conſideration : Firſt, as he is in 
*« what we call his Natural Condition, v:z. 
& Man as Man, or as the natural Seed of 
„% Adam, or as he is in the Fall with ref; 
to his Capacities and Abilities, conſider'd 
e abſtratedly from the Grace of Chriſt, or 
« any ſupernatural Influence upon him. 
*« Secondly, he conſiders Man with reſpect 
“to his Capacities and Abilitiæs, when under 
& a Supernatural Influence, and the enlive- 
ning Aid of Jeſus Chriſt. But then he 
& does not conſider Man in this laſt View 
& as his State in the Fall, but on the con- 
« trary, as having ſomething ſupernatural 
& afforded him, to reſtore aw. recover him 
„ from the Fall. So that the Condition of 
& Man in the Fall, in Mr. Barclay's Scheme, 
eis the Natural State and Condition of eye- 
* ry Man, as he is a Man, or the Off: ſpring 
* of Adam, with reſpe& to his Capacities 
and Abilities, at all Times, and in all 
Places, confider'd abſtractedly from the 
Grace of Chriſt, or any ſupernatural In- 
** fluence upon him. 


* DR. Morgan indeed, in treating up- 
Lon this Subject, expreſſes himſelf diffe- 
, B 2 6 rently 
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rently. from Mr. Barclay. and ſpeaks of 


n, not what he is, but what he would 
have been in the Fall without the. Grace 
of Chriſt, Whereas Mr. Barclay ex- 


* preſſes himſelf thus: All Adam's Poſteri- 


ty, or Mankind both Jew and Gentile, as 
to the Firſt Adam, or carthly Man, are 
fallen, degenerate, and dead, not would 


* have bee» fallen, degenerate, and dead. 
Again, Man therefore as he is in this State 


can; know nothing a-right, not as he 


would have been in another State, be 


would have known nothing a. right. Here 
we ſee, that the Condition of Man in the 


Fall, is not any chimerical' Hottentot 
Zabod State, which Man would have been 


in without the Grace of Chriſt; but it is 
the State and Condition of Mankind, 
Which hey are in as they are barely Men, 
or the Off-ſpring of Adam, conſider'd as 
ſuch, withour any ſupernatural Influence 


upon them. 
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„ WHETHER by this different way of 


«c 
66 


40 


cc 


— 


- 
” 
U 
— 


| Penn „which I find thro? the Doctor's 
* Letter, he intended to convey to his Rea - 


whether he intended another View of the 
. ; 4 Pp 60 Con- 


8 


' Ti. 511 


twolo 


GEES a tc Oh bens 2:72 vet 
BUT is this corrupt degenerate State of 
Mankind as fallen in Adam, which Mr. Chubb 
here undertakes to conſider; is this, Hay, 


according to Barclay, the State of Man as 
Man,; or the human Conſtitution as /ach ? 
This indeed is what Mr. Cha64 here all along 
ſuppoſes and aſſerts, in direct Oppoſition to 
Mr. Barclay, who every where ſuppoſes and 
maintains the quite contrary. What Me 
Chubb calls human Nature, Man 47 Man; 
or the human Conſtitution 4 {ich g Mr. 
Barclay everywhere conſiders and repteſents 
as the Pravity, Corruption, or Diſeaſe of hu. 
man Nature. Tis true, he conſiders this Niſ- 
caſe of moral Blindneſs and Impotence as com- 
mon to Men, and as hereditarily propagated 
from Adam; and in that Senſe he calls it 24. 
tural; and he ſuppoſes that-this common Diſ- 
cale muſt render all Men equally * 
TIE o 
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ef working Righteouſneſs and obtaining 
Immortality, without that aiding aſſiſting 
Grace which is vouchſafed to all. And this 
is only ſaying, that Men are ſubject to a cer- 
tain Diſeaſe which muſt neceſſarily prove 
mortal, and cut them off from the Hope of 
Life Eternal, if they do not apply the proper 
Remedy; which being at ane and in their 
power, they may make uſe of, if they pleaſe, 
to the Recovery of their Health and Strength 
as before. Now ſuppoſing moral Impotence 
to be the Diſeaſe, and the ſupervening affiſt- 
ing Grace of God the only Remedy ; to 
conſider what Mankind are, as abſtracting 
from this remedying, recovering Grace, is to 
conſider what they would and muſt have been 
had there been no ſuch Grace vouchſafed them; 
and not what they are actually and in Fact, 
upon the Suppoſition of ſufficient Aſſiſtance, 
which is the preſent Caſe. To conſider a 
Company of Captives as abſtracting from 
their Redemption, is to conſider them in a 
N of Bondage, as they muſt have been 
there been no ſuch Redemption: but 
then ſuppoſing them to be actually deliver'd 
and ſet free, they cannot ſtill be actually in 
Bondage; tho if they will not own or plead 
their Privilege of Redemption, and comply 
with reaſonable Terms of Obedience for the 
future, they may be juſtly given up again 
into the ſame State of Captivity as before. 


MR. 
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MR. Barclay indeed, the better to eps 
ſent the Advantages of a divine Aſſiſtance, 


and the Neceſſity of improving it, frequent- 
ly conſiders what Men are as fallen in Adam, 
and as abſtracted from Grace, i. e. what 
they muſt have been without it. This is 
the Anſwer which I made to Mr. Chubb at 
firſt, and which I muſt ſtill intreat him to ac- 
cept of, till he can ſhew its Inſufficiency. 
I did not here therefore alter the Mode of 
Expreſſion with intent to give the Reader 
any other or different View of the Caſe, bur 
to take off the Force of Mr, Chub#'s Objec- 
tion, by expreſſing the ſame thing in a ſome- 
what leſs exceptionable way. And this End 
I ſuppoſe may have been anſwer'd by it. 


ONE muſt be led, by Mr. Chub#'s way 
of talking, to conclude, that he ſuppoſes 
that Man as Man muſt be a moral Agent, ca- 
pable of working Righteouſneſs and obtain» 
ing Immortality; that this Capacity could 
not be loſt by any common Corruption or 
Pravity of the human Conſtitution in Adam; 
and conſequently that there can be no need 
of any ſuch Remedy as the Grace of God; 
the Diſeaſe and Occaſion of it, as commonly 
ſuppoſed, are chimerical, and the Remedy 
needleſs. If this be not what Mr. Chubb aims 
at, I muſt profeſs I cannot at all underſtand 
him; but if this be his Meaning, 1 pins 

| mo 
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moſt People will excuſe me from conſider- 
ing his farther, and yet conceaPd Evidence 
for it, till he ſhall think fit to produce it, 
and clear up Chriſtianity in his own way. I 
am ſure what he has hitherto ſaid will not 
ſerve to prove, That Man 4s /4ch, muſt be a 
moral Agent, or that moral Agency muſt 
enter into the Definition, and make a Part of 
the nominal Eſſence of Man or human Crea- 
ture. He who would ſuppoſe this, muſt make 
a new Language, and take Words in a very 
different Senſe from what they had ever been 
underſtood in before. But it deſerves a very 
particular Regard here, that Mr. Chubb in 
this whole Argument will needs have it, 
that what Mr. Barclay calls the natural State 
of Man, or the State of Man in the Fall, is 
the State of Man as Man, or the Condition of 

human Nature as /#ch. But this is ſo very groſs 

and viſible a Miſrepreſentation of the Author's 
Senſe, that I cannot but wonder how Mr. CHubb 
could be guilty of it. Every one muſt ſee 
and know, that Mr. Barclay by the natural 
State of Man, means his fallen degenerate 
State, or the corrupt, diſtemper'd, and dif- 
eaſed State of human Nature. And there- 
fore if Mr. Chubb, in order to conſider Man 
as Man, will abſtract from all the Aids, Al- 
ſiſtances and Influences of Grace upon the 
Mind; he onghr likewiſe for the ſame Rea- 
ſon to abſtract from all the Temptations, 
yitious Inclinations, corrupt Affections 1 
Ae: Lults 
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Luſts of Mankind; for theſe are no more 
natural to Man as Man, than the other. 


SEDUCTION and Aſſiſtance, divine 
Grace and natural Corruption, are both equally 
extrinſick and non- eſſential to Man as an, 
or to the human Conſtitution as /ach. But 
had Mr. Chubb fairly made both theſe Ab- 
ſtractions, as he ought to have done to 
come at his Man 4 Man, he muſt have 
one out of the World. for his Subject, or 
ave conſider'd the real actual State and 
Condition of zo Man And this perhaps 
had been much better, than thus groſly to 
have miſtaken, abuſed, and miſrepreſented 
his Adverſary. "wo 


NO Corruption, Vice, or moral Evil, is 
to be found in MAN as Man Nothing 
but good Senſe, pure Reafon, and a wiſe 
harmonious Compoſition of Faculties, Affec- 
tions and Paſſions, contrived and intended 
for the moſt excellent Purpoſes. This Crea- 
ture therefore can ſtand in no need of Grace, 
or any divine Aſſiſtance. And this, I hope, 
may be allow'd as a full Vindication of Hu- 
man Nature : But the Reader muſt judge 
how far Mankind, and Barclays Scheme 
may be concern'd in it. 


BUT here Mr. Chubb will fay, That 
Grace being a ſupernatural Act of God upon 
C 
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the Mind, ſo far as it affects ab, it muſt ſu- 
perſede all human Agency, and leave Men 
altogether paſſive under it. To which tis 
ſufficient to reply, That Mr. Barclay never 
underſtands Grace in any ſuch Senſe; but e- 
very where ſuppoſes and aſſerts, that the 
Grace of God may be reſiſted and rendered 
of none Effect; and conſequently that Men 
are leſt under it intirely free, and to their na- 
tural Power of chuſing and refuſing, whether 
they will comply with, or reſiſt it. But 
then, ſays Mr. Chubb, Page 100, if this be 
ſo, © I think it will not only follow, that 
« Man is a free Creature, and a moral 
Agent, but alſo that he is ſuch, antecedent 
* to, and independent of all ſupernatural 
Influences whether good or evil.“ A 
ſtrange Concluſion this, That if Men are 
made morally free by Grace, or divine Aſ- 
ſiſtance, they muſt be equally free without 
it; nay, free and not free; at full Liberty, 
and yet under abſolute Subjection, which is 
what he goes on to affirm, as the unavoid- 
able Conſequence of this Principle. But 1 
muſt own, ſuch is the dullneſs of my Under- 
ſtanding, thar what ſo plainly appears to 
Mr. Chubb, does not appear at all to me. 1 
have ſhew'd this, and repreſented the Argu- 
ment to ſeveral Gentlemen of Impartiality 
and good Senſe, who can make as little of it 
as I, and who therefore conclude that Mr. 
Chubb muſt be under ſome Obligation to 2 
plan 


3 
plain himſelf farther upon it. He here con- 
nects as uſual free Creature and moral A. 

ent, as if thele two were inſeparable : But 
he has not made out this inſeparable Con- 
nection, and perhaps cannot; and yet, till 
this be done, Mr. Chubb's clear and un- 
avoidable Conſequences will never be vi- 
ſible to any body elſe. mr” 


THAT there is no neceſſary Connec- 
tion between natural and moral Agency, is 
evident from the Inſtances already given, and 
from many more which might eaſily be 
produced. And the, Reaſon is plain; be- 
cauſe a rational Command or Superintenden- 
0 over our Actions, is neceſſarily pre. requi- 
ite to free moral Agency; whereas Creatures 
may be natural Agents without any uſe of 
Reaſon at all, and even without ſo much as 
the Capacity, or hypothetical Poſſibility of it. 


THIS Defect of rational Superintenden- 
cy, may be owing either to the want of the 
natural Faculty; or to the want of Ideas 
and ſufficient Data for reaſoning ; or, laſt- 
ly, to the Strength and Violence of the 
Paſſions, which where they prevail as to 
become invincible, ſo far infatuate, blind, 
and inflaye the Man, and leave his Actions 
no longer under the Command of Reaſon. 
The firſt of theſe is the Caſe of human. 


Idiots, and of the brute Creature, who for 
C 2 want 
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want of the natural Capacity cannot reaſon 
at all: The ſecond is the Caſe of all Men ſo 
far as they are invincibly ignorant, and want 
Ideas: The laſt is the Caſe of ſuch, who be- 
ing under the irreſiſtible Influence of ſome 
Paſſion or Paſſions, are ſo far deprived of 
their moral Agency, or free, rational Super- 
intendency. | 


| MORAL Liberty therefore, and moral 
| Neceſlity, depend directly and immediately 
| upon the CEE or Invincibility of the 
; Paſſions, in particular Caſes ; and not upon 
the bare natural Power of acting, and the 
natural Uſe of Reaſon in general. Any 
Paſſion mechanically fix'd upon the Conſti- 
tution, and which thereby becomes invinci- 
ble, muſt ſuſpend the Ule of Reaſon, and 
deſtroy the moral Liberty of the Agent ſo 
far as it prevails; while in other Matters 
where the particular Paſſion does not pre- 
vail, the Perſon may be perfectly free and 
rational, argue juſtly upon right Principles, 
and act as conſiſtently as other Men. This 
Invincibility of the Paſſions will paſs under 
different Names, and be yariouſly reckoned 
and denominated, according to its different 
Effects and Appearances, and as theſe are 
more or leſs prevalent, or more or leſs affect 
the moſt common and obvious Principles of 
Senſe and Experience. Thus the ſame thing 
will be call'd Folly or Madneſs, Obſtinacy 
5 3 ph 
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or . Weakneſs, invincible Error or wilful 
Blindneſs, according to the various Appre- 
henſions Men have of the State and Cir» 
cumſtances of the Perſon, and the Nature 
of his Error. If a Man is invincibly per- 
ſuaded that his Body is made of Wax or 
Glaſs; that it will eaſily melt or pulve- 
rize, and takes all imaginable Precautions 
to prevent the Danger; or if he appears 
nader a neceſſary invincible Fear of all 
that are about him, as if every one in 
ſight of him had a Deſign. upon his Life, 
and waited but for a proper Opportunity 
to murder him: Every one under theſe. 
Circumſtances will readily pronounce the 
Man to be mad and out of his Wits, be 
cauſe his Error of Judgment contradicts the 
common Principles of Senſe and 1 
But another, who is alike invincibly per- 
ſuaded, that Money is the chief Good that 
a vaſt Eſtate is neceſſary to ſecure him from 
extream Poverty and Want; that the Gra- 
tification of the animal Appetites and Paſ- 
ſions is the proper Happineſs of human 
Nature; and that abſtracting from this there 
is no eſſential Difference between Good and 
Evil: Such an one, becauſe the generality 
of Mankind act upon the ſame Principles, 
is not thought diſtracted or beſides himſelf, 
till he comes, upon ſome little Diſappoint- 
ment, to make away with himſelf, and then 
he is preſently pronounced non compos Men- 
Tig. 
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tis. In both theſe Caſes the Error may be 
alike invincible, Reaſon equally perverteq, 
and moral Agency deſtroy'd, fo far as the 
commanding, governing Paſſions prevail : 
Bur yet the Diſtemper will not als under 
the ſame Denomination, for the Reaſon al- 
ready afſignd. We ſee that the generality 
of Mankind maintain, and act upon very 
— and abſurd Principles concerning the 
ature of Religion, the Means of Accept- 
ance with God, and things neceſſary to be 
believ'd in order to Salvation; and if they 
ſhould thus err in the common Affairs of 
Life, their Friends would be ready to take 
care of them, and put them under a pro- 
r Method for the Cure of their Diſeaſe. 
t becauſe theſe Errors are only of a 
moral Nature, and the Conduct thereupon 
agreeable to the common Conduct of Man- 
kind; and becauſe the ſame Men diſcover 
Reaſon and Penetration enough, and act ve- 
ry conſiſtently in Matters of natural Specu- 
lation and ſecular Buſineſs, they are allow'd 
to be rational and in their right Senſes. 
And I wou'd fain know what other ſort of 
Madneſs is to be found, in which the Per- 
ſons affected will not reaſon right, and talk 
and act conſiſtently in ſome things, and 
where the prevailing Paſſion, in which thei 
Madneſs lies, is not concern d? . 


BUT 
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BUT Iam not here going about to prove 
that Mankind in general are really mad and 
out of their Wits; tho I think it muſt be al- 
low'd that they are not far from it. I grant, 
that their Errors in Judgment and Moral 
Conduct, how great and prevailing ſoever, 
are yet vincible: but then I think that this 
Vincibility of Error in the Caſe before us, is 
owing to the Grace of God, or to that in- 
ward Illumination, Conviction, and Repre- 
ſentation of moral Truth and Righteouſneſs 
to the Mind, which God vouchſafes Men un- 
der a Diſpenſation of Grace, in order to a- 
waken their Conſideration, fix their Atten- 
tion, turn the Bent and Biaſs of rheir Paſ- 
ſions; and thereby enable them to mortify 
their Luſts, to work Righteouſneſs, and 
qualify themſelves for Eternal Life and Hap- 
pineſs; which otherwiſe, if left to them- 
ſelves, and without ſuch ſupervening aſſiſting 
Grace, they would not be capable of. 


I SUPPOSE therefore that Man, con- 
ſider'd as fallen in Adam, and abſtracting 
from ſupervening aſſiſting Grace, has loſt his 
Moral Liberty, or the Capacity of working 
Righteouſneſs; and that Men are deliver'd 
out of this State of moral Blindneſs, Infa- 
tuation, and Subjection to their Luſts and 
Paſſions, by Grace, as the only proper and 
ſufficient Remedy. Upon my ſuppoſing 
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his total moral Vaſſalage, or Subjection to 
the Luſts and Paſſions, as a Conſequence of 


the Fall, abſtracting from Grace, Mr. Chubb 
remarks, Pag. 95. That if this be fo, it 
muſt follow, that Man is a mete Patient, and 
no Agent at all. A mere Machine, /2ys 
he, is abſolutely ſubjected to the Power 
of the Agent which acts upon it; and 
“ one Agent may be abſolutely ſubjected to 
« the Power of another, when he has not 
« ſufficient Strength to repel Force with 
Force: but then in ſuch a caſe he does not 
act, but is acted upon. So that if 
& Man, as he is in the Fall, according to 
% Mr. Barclay, and Dr. Morgan, is abſo- 
* lutely ſubjected to the Power of the De- 
* vil and his own Luſts; then in that State 
& heis not an Agent, but a Patient.” A mere 
Machine is fo far from being abſolutely ſub- 
jected to its Luſts and Paſſions, that tis ab- 
ſolutely uncapable of any ſuch SubjgCtion 
at all; and yet this was the only Sub- 
jection that I was ſpeaking of and con- 
ſidering. And as for his other Inſtance 
of one Agent being over- power'd and 
compelPd to act, that is, acted upon by 
the ſuperior Force of another; it has as 
little to do with the Caſe in hand as the 
former. But the Queſtion is, whether Lu/ts 
and Paſſions, which are no Agents at all, 
may not ſo far prevail and become in- 
vincible, as to deſtroy Men's Moral Li- 

ber LY, 


6 
berty, and Moral Agency, without affecting 
their Natural Liberty, or Phyſical Pom 
er of f This is the only Matter in 


debate; and if Mr. Chubb could have here 
proved his Point, he need not have thus 
over-look'd it, and begg'd the Queſti- 
_— | 


A LIKE kind Remark Mr. Chubb be- 
ſtows upon me, Page g7. concerning the 
Immortality of the Soul. © As to its be- 
« ing the Caſe, that Man in his zatu- 
„ ral Capacity is not a Moral Agent; 
„that his Soul is naturally Mortal, and 
dies or periſhes with the Body, Sc. 
* This, I think, is uſing the Scripture 
* unkindly; becauſe I imagine 'tis out of 
* his Power to ſhew that there are any 
& fach Doctrines contain'd therein, Sure- 
“ly, nothing is more plain and evident 
in te Scriptures, than that the Work 
of Grace conſiſts in changing Men from 
« bad to good; and not in turning Brutes, 
* ſtrictly and properly ſo call'd, into Men.” 
Here I muſt obſerve with great Submiſ- 
ſion, that in my humbie Opinion, the 
Soul of - Man is naturally neither mortal 
nor immortal, but indifferent to either: 
and whether it ſhall be mortal or immor- 
tal, continue or ceaſe to exiſt ; and whe- 
ther, during its Exiſtence, it ſhall remain 
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in à State of Action,. or Inaction; muſt 
depend abſolutely upon the Will of God 
33 it, and the free Diſpenſation 
of his Providence and Grace towards 

Men, and not at all upon the Nature of 
the Soul. But if Mr. Chubb can prove 
from the Nature of the Soul, that it 
muſt neceſſarily be Immortal, he will 
very much aſſiſt ſome 'metaphyſical Di- 
vines, who have not ſo well ſucceeded in 
this Argument as might be wiſh'd, But 
this natural Immortality of the Soul is, 
it ſeems, ſtricilyj and properly ſpeaking, 
the Difference between Men and Beaſts : 
and if this be ſo, I doubt that Mr. Chubb 
will ſtrictly and properly find no Diffe- 
rence at all. However, 1 am very. glad 
that Mr. Chubb has found it fo plain 
and evident in Scripture, that the York 
of Grace conſiſts in changing Men from 
Bad to Good. For the cale belthg fo, 
I would here ask him, whether ſuch a 
Work of Grace be neceſſary, or not ne- 
cefſary to this End 2 If he ſhould ſay 
not neceſſary, he will make a fine hand 
of Grace, as contain'd in Scripture ; and 
I ſhould then congratulate him' upon his 
Diſcovery of needleſs or nnneceſſary Grace. 
But if he will allow it to be neceſſary, 
this is all that I contend for; fince then 
his natural Powers, without Grace, will 
; vip not 
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not be ſufficient; and what then becomes 
of his Vindication of Human Nature? 
For if Grace be neceſſary to make Men 
good, tis plain that without it they muſt 

neceffarily bad ; rhat is, their Laſts and 
Paſſions, their Prejudices and Errors in Mat- 
ters of Moral Conduct would be invin- 
cible. 


Mr. Chubb, in his Two Letters to a 
Friend, having every where connected 
Natural 'and Moral Agency, as if they 
had been inſeparable: I thought any plain 
Inſtances to the contrary might be ſuf- 
ficient to overthrow ſuch a Principle, and 
all the Conſequences of it. *Tis very 
plain, that Infants, Idiots, Lunaticks, and 
the brute Creatures are natural Agents, and 
yet not moral Agents. Free Creature 
therefore, and moral Agent, have no ſuch 
Connection as he every where ſuppoſes 
and takes for granted: Bur then the 
want of the rational Faculty, as in ſome 
of thoſe Inſtances, is not the only thing 
that can deſtroy moral Agency ; for any 
invincible Error, Prejudice or Paſſion will 
do the like, ſo far as it prevails. And let 
Men in their natural Capacity have their 
Underſtandings and Reaſon ever fo ſtro 
and clear, and be as wiſe, conſiſtent, an 
rational as you pleaſe ; yet in their moral 
D 2 Capa- 
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Capacity they may be infatuated and in- 
ſlaved under invincible Error, and ſubject- 
ed to the prevailing over- bearing Impetus 
of their Luſts and Paſſions. This, ac- 
cording to Mr. Barclay, is the real State 
of Mankind as fallen in Adam, and ab- 
ſtracting from Grace, or Divine Aſſi/- 
trance; without which Men's Errors, Pre- 
judices, and Paſſions, in Matters of moral 
Conduct muſt have been invincible; and 
by which Grace alone, as now vouchſafed 
to all, it is, that Men are enabled to mor- 
tify and ſubdue their Luſts, to work Righ- 
teouſneſs, and obtain Salvation. | 


AND indeed, if the Redemption of 
Mankind by Jeſus Chriſt, the Method of 
Salvatien by a common Mediator, and the 
Grace of God as diſpenſed by him, ſuper- 
add nothing to bare Human Nature, in its 
preſent corrupt degenerate State: If Man- 
kind as now fallen, vitiated and depray'd, 
have ſufficient Strength and Ability to 
mortify their Luſts, to work Righteoul- 
neſs, and obtain eternal Life without any 
ſach divine Aid. If this I fay be the 
Caſe, I can never expect to underſtand 
the New Teſtament; but muſt look upon 
it as one of the moſt unaccountable and 
naintelligible Books that ever was writ- 
ren. Bur Mr. Chubb, 1 believe, by all 
the 


( 29) 
the Aſſiſtance of Metaphors, Tropes and 
Figures, will find it a hard Matter to 
prove, that Chriſtianity in theſe Points 
is nothing more than mere natural De- 
0 | { 


BUT 'tis, I think, ſomewhat ſtrange, 
how Mr. Chubb ſhould imagine that he is 
promoting the Cauſe of Virtue and true 
Religion in the World; while he is ta- 
king Men off from their neceſſary Truſt 
in, and Dependance upon God for the 
Aids of his holy Spirit; and teaching 
them that they need no more Aſſiſtance 
from God to enable them to work Righ- 
teouſneſs, and obtain the divine Fa- 
vour, than if they were only gratifying 
their Luſts, and purſuing their cafnal In- 
tereſts. This I fear, tho it might be o- 
therwiſe intended, is the Uſe that will be 
made of ſuch Repreſentations of Human 
Nature, by great Numbers among us who 
have juſt Wit enough to laugh at Religion; 
and who will be glad to hear of their own 

reat Abilities, and how little need they 

ave of any Aſſiſtance from God. Man, e- 
ven at the belt, is ſo poor and helpleſs a 
Creature, that one would think the No: 
tion of Aſſiſtance neceſſary ro his right 
Conduct and proper Happineſs, ſhould not 
be thought to — his Liberty, and his 

LEY very 
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very Natu#e._ Tis wonderful to me, that 
chey Who depend fo much upon Human 
Afphince, that they cannot well ſubſiſt 
wichout it, ſhould think it below them 
to own the Neceſſity of Divine Af 
tance, and to depend upon God for it. 
eſpecially: when they have ſuch great Dit. 
ficalties and mighty Oppoſitions to en- 
counter in the way of Virtne, But I fear 
the Ground of this is too oſten a Doubting 
or Disbelief of God's particular interpoſing 
Providence, in the moral Government of 
the World: For if there be no ſuch Pro- 
vidence, all Prayer and Dependance upon 
God, and indeed all Religion muſt be 
vain and to no purpoſe. I have no Deſign 
here to impate this to Mr. Chubb; for I do 
not believe it of him: bur this I am ſure 
lies at the bottom of the Scheme, with a 

eat many who cannot reconcile Divine 
Affeftauce with Human Liberty; and who 
therefore look upon Grace as an Invaſio 
upon the Province of Warure. | 


\ BUT Mr. Chnbb's moſt comprehenſive 
Remark, in which he has diſcover*d his 
whole Strength at once, is in Page 97. As 
“to its being the Doctor's Opinion, that it 
“js not contrary” to the Conſtitution of 
v Human Nature, that Men ſhould” be 
Brutes and not moral Agents; in this I 
7157 can 
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e cal ſcarce believe him. That Men may 
« neglect, as well as abuſe cheit Faculties, 
«and fo live in a way that is unworthy of 
« and below their Reaſon,” is eaſy to be 
cc conceiv'd; and is, I think, the Cafe of 
« the Hottenutots. But that a Man fo well 
4 acquainted with the Human Conſtitution, 
as Dr. Morgen may reaſonably be | 
4 fed to be, can think that Brutality, and 
not moral Agency, may be the atural 
„Ne ſult of the Conſtitution of Men, when 
« that Conſtitution has not ſuffer d any In- 
« jury by any Accident that may attend it; 
« this is what I am doubtful of.“ In which 
Paragraph, one may find almaſt as many 
Miſtakes and Miſrepreſentations as there 
are Lines, For, 


Firſt. TIS here ſupposd, that there 
can be no Medium between Moral Agency, 
and Brutality, 'or that Men cannot in their 
moral Capacity be blinded, inflaved, and 
ſubjected to the Power and Influence of 
their Luſts and Paſſions, without loſing the 
natural Faculty of Reaſon, and being turn'd 
ſtrictly and properly into Brutes; whereas 
the contrary is evident both from Reaſon and 
Experience. | 


. Secondly, T IS here ſupposd. that 
the moral Vaſſalage and 1 of My 
\ confi- 
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een 
conſideted as fallen in Adam, and ab- 
ſtracting from intervening Grace, is the 
proper Conſtitution of human Nature, or 
the State of Man as Man. Whereas Mr. 
Barclay, and all others who talk of it, 
ſuppoſe this to be the corrupt, diſeaſed 
State of Man, and conſider Grace as the 
proper Remedy, or as the Reſtitution 
of human Nature to its proper Original 
and genuine Capacity, Strength and Li- 


berty. 
Thirdly,” T IS here put upon me, as a Sup- 


poſition or Principle of mine, That Bru- 
tality it ſelf, in Oppoſition to moral Agen- 
cy, may be the proper Reſult of the hu- 
man Conſtitution, when that Conſtitution 
has not ſuffer'd any Injury, by any Acci- 
dent that may attend it. But Mr. Chubb, 
upon the leaſt Reflection, muſt needs be 
ſenſible that I have made no ſuch Suppo- 
ſition, either in Whole or in Part; and 
that he might as well have charg d me 
with any other mere Invention of his 
own. | 


Fourthly,*T IS here farther ſuppoſed and 
imply'd, That to maintain the Neceſſity of 
Grace, or divine Aſſiſtance, in order to 
Man's free moral Agency and Righteouſ- 
neſs,” is to deſtroy the natural Liberty and 

1 Agency 
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Agency of Men, and to turn him into a 
mere Sufferer, or paſſive Recipient of the 
Actions and Operations of another. But as 
Mr. Chubb has not proved this, and, as I 

am ſorry to ſee how ſtifly he inſiſts upon 
it, and how loth he is to give it up. 


Laſtly, T IS here, and all along ſuppo- 
ſed, that the Inſtances of Idiocy, Lunacy, 
the Caſe of the Hozrentors, &c. were brought 
by me as parallel and exact Repreſentations 


of the general Caſe of Man's Fall in Adam, 


and the moral Blindneſs, Infatuation, and 


Impotence ſucceeding thereupon, and which 
muſt have been invincible, had it not been 
for 8 aſſiſting Grace. Upon this 


Occaſion he affects to appear in triumph; 


as if I maintain'd, That Mankind in Adam 
loſt the Capacity of natural Reaſon it ſelf, 
and were reſtored to it again under a Diſ- 
32 of Grace by Jeſus Chriſt; and con- 
equently, that our common Redemption 
conſiſts in being deliver'd from a State of 
Idiocy or Lunacy, and reſtord to the 
free Uſe and Exerciſe of natural Reaſon 
by the Grace of God. This Thought, I 
ſuppoſe, he indulged for the pleaſantneſs of 
it, and that he might ſeem to give him- 
ſelf ſome Advantage; for otherwiſe I can- 
not conceive the leaſt Ground or Reaſon 
he had for it. As Mr. Chubb had every 


E where 


_— my ſelf, cannot poſſibly prove it, 
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where connected natural and moral Agen- 
cy as things inſeparable in their on Na- 
ture, 1 thought any particular plain In- 
ſtances to the contrary might be ſufficient 
to deſtroy his general Principle. And I 
cannot help being ſtill of the fame Opini- 
on, and muſt wait for his farther Reaſons 
for my Conviction. * 
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THE truth is, That Mr. Chubb's main 
Principle of natural Liberty, or at7ive 
Power, is ſo far from being neceſſarily 
connected with oral Liberty, that it is 


conſiſtent with moral Neceſſity univerſally, 


and in all Caſes: And it does not appear 
from what he has hitherto advanced, that 
there is any ſuch Thing in Nature as a 
moral Agent, or an accountable Creature. 
I bcelicve indeed, that Man in his preſent 
State is a moral Agent, or accountable 


Creature, in Conſequence of Grace or di- 
vine Aſſiſtance, by which his moral Errors, 


Prejudices, and corrupt Affections are now 
Vincible, if he will improve this Grace by 
a right Uſe of his natural Liberty. But 
that Man in his preſent State, conſider'd 
as fallen in Adam, and abſtracting from 
aſſiſting Grace, is orally Free, and capa- 


ble of working Righteouſneſs, as a neceſſa- 


ry Conſequence of his natural Liberty or 


active Power ; this is what I deny, and 


the very Point which lies upon Mr, Chub# 
co0 prove. | THUS, 


\ 
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THUS, Sir, I have conſider'd Mr. 


Chubb's Remarks, ſo as I thought my 


ſelf concern'd in them, in Defence of Mr. 


Barclays Scheme, and the common Princi- 


ples of Chriſtianity. I know he is a Man 
of too much Senſe and Candour to be diſ- 
pleaſed at it, if I ſhould have different Ap- 
rchenſions from him, concerning the Na- 
— and Deſign of the Chriſtian Religion. 
But if he can ſhew, that I have maintain'd 
any thing as a Chriſtian Principle, that is 
either contrary to Reaſon, or not conſiſtent 
with Scripture, I ſhall readily give it up, 
and think my ſelf obliged to him for bet- 
ter Information. I cannot indeed perſuade 
my ſelf, that Chriſtianity is nothing but 
natural Deiſm, ſet in a wrong Light, and 
render'd unintelligible by a ſtrange Heap of 
Meraphors and figurative — which 
muſt at laſt with great pains and difficulty 
be explain'd away, and reduced to Princi- 


ples that might much better have been 


underſtood without any ſuch Revelation. 
cannot but think, that the Doctrines con- 
cerning Man's Fall and Recovery, the Uni- 


verſality and Neceſſity of Grace, the Obli- 


gation of a conſtant uniform Truſt in anq Pe- 
pendance upon God, for his farther continued 
Aſſiſtance, in order to our continued Growth 


and Confirmation in a State of Virtue and 
True Religion, as the Reward of our Faith * 
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Hope, and Diligence: cannot, I ſay, but ap- 
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{ prehend thoſe Dotiges to be bf 7 Conſe: 
quence to Chriſtians, and to Mankind in 
— and Which 7 7 not therefore to 
e eaſily given up. Td maintain that Man 
as Man is :moxally" Free; that this mo- 
ral Liberty cangot bo loſt bygny Strength 
or Preyalency-6f his; corruptAfieions and 
Luſts; and conſequently, tir no ras | 
Grace or Aſſiſtance from Gq; can be necel- 
fary to enable Men to mglify their Luſts, 
to work Righteouſneſs, an obtain the Di- 
vine Favour; this ſeems t#& me an odd Me- 
thod of explaining Scripture, and no very 
likely way to make Men wiler and better. 


T SHALL only add, that if Mr. Chubb 
had writ againſt any thing peculiar to 
Mr. Barclay and the Quakers, ' I ſhould 
have leſt that People to have defended 
their own eee upon their own 


Principles, as well as ey could. But ſince 
he has oppoſed Bar7lay in a Point that 1 
take to be a plain Chriſtian Doctrine, e- 
qually affecting all #Qhriſtians in general, 
no body can blamg me for defending him, 
ſo far as I thought it a Defence of Chriſti- 
anity it ſelf, I am, SIR, 
Your Obedient 


| Humble Servant, ; : 

Briſtol, Sept. 2M 

— | 1. M. 
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